
PEASENHALL ASSEMBLY HALL 

Registered Charity No. 304808 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 15 MAY 2018 

MINUTES 

Present:    John O’Connor, Marion Forsythe, Frank Potter, Carol Potter, Kath Hamilton,  

                   Grace  Whiting, Vanessa Wilkinson, Amanda Owen + four members of the public 

Apologies: Chris Cox, Geoff Cadman 

John O’Connor was unanimously elected as Chair for the meeting. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

JO’C welcomed everyone to the 2018 AGM for Peasenhall Assembly Hall and gave a 

summary of last years events:  classical concerts, Country & Western evenings, film 

showings, summer event with live music and bar, recent folk entertainer, cake stalls on The 

Causeway.  The hall has also been used by regular hirers:  WI, carpet bowls, Molly Men, 

keep fit, Zumba and private hirers for various functions. 

Looking forward: aim is to obtain funding to build an extension to the hall for a disabled 

toilet, additional storage and improved entrance.  This project cost is in the region of 

£50,000.   

The hall also requires some external painting.  The committee aim to recruit new members.  

There is a Safeguarding requirement by the Charities Commission for the committee to 

adhere to.  Decision made at earlier committee meeting for consideration to be given to 

future events to ensure that they are likely to give a good financial return and that the work 

load to arrange them is manageable. 

JO’C announced that he would be standing down as Chair and thanked fellow trustees for 

their support. 

FP proposed thanks to JO’C for his work as Chair and the numerous tasks he had taken on in 

respect of the hall. 

Treasurers Report 

CP presented the Treasurers Report.  Full details for income and expenditure during the year 

detailed in her report added to the minutes of meeting. 

A brief summary of the end of year accounts for 2017-2018. 



 

Income last year totalled £5607.91 and this was broken down as follows, Hall lettings £2817, 

Fundraising £1610.13, Electricity meters £323 and Donations £857.78. 

 

Outgoings last year totalled £4545.79 with the main expenditure coming from, cleaning costs and 

materials £1166.71, Insurance £772.14, Electricity £781.37 and Annual Memberships at £547.36. 

  

At the end of the financial year the accounts were up by £1062.12. 

 

JO’C thanked CP for her work as Treasurer during the past year. 

Public Forum 

Members of the public in attendance commented on the good condition of the hall.   

Tracey Short queried why monthly film evenings were not advertised more visually – KH 

explained that there were advertising restrictions related to the licence held for showing 

films at the hall.  Emails are sent to regular film attendees to update on films being shown.  

It was suggested that a policy on data protection should be considered. 

It was mentioned that it was not easy to access up to date information about events at the 

hall.  AO explained that Facebook pages are updated weekly with a link to the hall website.  

There is also information about events on “Next Door” website and Twitter.  It was 

suggested that a poster be placed on the village shop notice board and information placed 

in the Yoxmere Fisherman to give relevant websites. 

More details requested about proposed improvements to the hall.  JO’C described current 

WC facilities, storage limitations and access issues and advised that in 2 years the estimated 

cost for the proposed extension had risen from £1,600 to £2,500 per sq metre.  Funding 

options would need to be explored with charities and foundations.  KH explained that the 

land associated with the hall did not include the car park which was leased to the hall. 

Martin Cawkwell-East offered to contact Robert Horn from Groundwork Suffolk to ask 

whether he could suggest funding options. 

Jackie Cawkwell-East suggested that consultation should take place with village residents to 

obtain their views on what activities they would like at the hall.  It was noted that previously 

the committee had circulated questionnaires in the village and advertised in the Yoxmere 

Fisherman to gain this information but the response rate was very poor. 

Lawrence Moss noted that there weren’t any activities at the hall for young people and 

suggested that their views should also be sought and that the demographics of the age 

population should perhaps be investigated. 

Events – Look Ahead 

Existing successful events (outlined previously) would continue.  Suggested that more 

events for well known artists like John Kirkpatrick should be held.  Comedy nights suggested 



also Coffee Mornings to encourage people living alone to attend – possibly run by 

organisations like MIND. 

John O’Connor offered to be Vice Chairperson to assist Frank Potter when required during 

the forthcoming year. 

Three members of the public – Tracey Short , Jackie Cawkwell- East and Lawrence Moss 

offered to join the committee and their details were noted by VW. 

Any Other Business 

None noted.  The Chairman thanked all present for their attendance at the AGM and closed 

that meeting and the Committee Meeting followed. 

 

 

 

 

    


